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New Jersey will deploy $8 million to make medication assisted treatment available to opioid use disorder 
patients being held at county correctional facilities, the Murphy administration announced Friday.

“Individuals leaving jail are particularly vulnerable to opioid overdose,” state Human Services 
Commissioner Carole Johnson said in a statement. “It is imperative that we treat people with opioid use 
disorder with the clinical standard of care before they are released and maintain treatment post-release.”

The state Department of Health has estimated that 70 percent to 80 percent of New Jersey’s incarcerated 
population suffers from some form of substance abuse disorder. Compared to the general population, 
recently released inmates are 129 times more likely to die from an overdose, according to statistics 
distributed by the Murphy administration.

Expanding access to medication assisted treatment, or MAT, has been a central component of Gov. Phil 
Murphy’s strategy for addressing the state’s opioid addiction epidemic. More than 3,100 people died of drug 
overdoses in New Jersey last year.

The latest round of funding, which is being routed through the state’s human services and corrections 
departments, represents a continuation of a pilot program launched by Atlantic County two years ago. In 
2018, then-Health Commissioner Shereef Elnahal touted the program — which delivers methadone 
treatments to county inmates living addiction — as a model for other counties to follow.

As of last summer, Atlantic County’s tracking of patients who participated in the program found much lower 
rates of overdose and recidivism, compared to that of the county jail’s overall population.

Last year, the Department of Corrections provided $1.7 million in grants for similar programs in Bergen, 
Burlington, Camden, Hudson, Middlesex, Passaic, Salem, Somerset, Union and Warren counties.

It’s unclear if the latest announcement will have any bearing on a $20 million substance abuse treatment 
program at the Essex County jail included in the state’s budget for the 2020 fiscal year. Murphy froze 
funding for the Essex County treatment program in June.

Spokespeople for Murphy and the human services department did not respond to a request for comment. 
Essex County Executive Joe DiVincenzo did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
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